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ADDRESS. 



IT is under the influence of that gospel spirit 
which breathes peace on earth and good will to 
men, that we are engaged to address you as fellow- 
citizens of our common country, in whose welfare, 
both spiritual and temporal^ we feel a deep and 
abiding interest. 

We are awafe of the peculiar and trying situa- 
tion wherein you are placed, in relation to Slavery. 
You have been reared from the tenderest infancy 
as in its lap, with your early impressions derived 
from education, and confirmed by daily practice, 
leading you to believe it lawful and right to hold 
your fellow-creatures in unconditional bondage. 
But now, eyes that have been blind are opened, 
and ears that have been deaf are unstopped; you 
see the injustice and cruelty of slave holding, and 
hear the cries of the oppressed. 

Your hearts are softened, and desires are kindled 
that you may be enabled to do justly, to love and 
practice mercy, and in an humble walking before 
God, to experience that peace of mv^^^^Vk^^*^^ 
world can neither give, ivot V:akfe vwvj • "^njX-^^^*^^^ 



you are seeking to relieve your burdened conscien- 
ces, you find yourselves restrained by laws against 
Emancipation, and you are opposed by difficulties 
on every side. You look on the right hand, and 
there appears none to help; on the left, and there 
is none to uphold. You are enveloped as in clouds 
of darkness, and are ready to sink amidst discou- 
ragements. 

Remember, we entreat you, that the Almighty 
Being who has visited you in mercy, and is open- 
ing to your view the path of duty, sustains the char- 
acter of a benevolent and universal Father, whose 
requirements of his children, are designed to pro- 
mote their best and highest interests, and who will 
assuredly give ability to comply with the dictates 
of his will. 

Rely then with confidence on his unfailing arm. 
The desolate widow and the unprotected fatherless, 
are objects of his peculiar care. He it is that can 
open a way where there now appears to be no way, 
and we earnestly hope the day is nigh, when the 
sea of difficulties and dangers which now surround 
you, will be divided, so that you may pass through 
with safety, and stand disenthralled and free in a 
land of promise. Then you will know your peace 
to flow as a river. In the exercise of justice and 
mercy towards your slaves, you will impart to them 
joy and rejoicing, and thus realize an immutable 
truth, that in promoting the comfort and tv^i^^ia^ss 



of others, we increase our own. Then the requited 
labour of freemen, contrasted with that exacted 
from the slave, will soon display its superior ad- 
vantages. The experience of the North has long 
since proclaimed this truth; and recently the Bri- 
tish West Indies is offering powerful evidence, that 
even worldly interest is increased by the change. 
Under the enlivening impulse of free labour, your 
worn out and neglected ^elds would soon be pro- 
ductively cultivated; your desert places would re- 
joice and blossom as the rose; and instead of the 
cries of the oppressed, joy and gladness would be 
found therein, with thanksgiving and the voice of 
melody. 

Your own offspring — in whose welfare you must 
have a deep and thrilling interest — will feel the 
benefits of changing the condition of slaves to that 
of freemen. A happy revolution in the habita 
of youth may then be reasonably anticipated; in- 
dolence and vice may be supplanted by industry 
and virtue; a purer morality would reign over do- 
mestic establishments, imparting health and vigour 
to those who are designed to be the stay and solace 
of declining age. 

Permit us now to inquire whether you have not 
a solemn duty to perform among your fellow slave 
holders of the South? Are you not now called upon 
to labour to convince and strengthen your brethren 
la every good resoU^l'xou \tv V^wv^ \\^\fcQ^'^ ^-s^aR^- 
1* 
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To accomplish this great object, gird yourselves for 
the work with the spirit of meekness and firmness; 
combine your efforts, and enter upon it with a holy 
zeal commensurate with its magnitude. 

Tell your brethren that the great question of hu- 
man rights must be approached, and it will be fully 
examined and discussed. The whole civilized earth 
is awakening to its importance; futile will be every 
effort to stop it; worse than futile are all attempts , 
to arrest thought and speech, or to reconcile Slavery 
to republicanism and Christianity. As well might 
we attempt to draw a curtain between the earth and 
the sun, to prevent its rays from imparting heat and 
light to our planet, as to impede the onward course 
of human intellect in the cause of philanthropy. 
Through you, your fellow slave holders may re- 
ceive light, information, and warning; they have 
closed the door against the North. 

You can point then to facts connected with Eman- 
cipation in the British West Indies; you can assure 
them that France and Denmark are fast awaken- 
ing to the subject of Slavery in their colonies; and 
it is reported that even Spain is not altogether 
indifferent to the progress of this mighty work. 
Should these governments imitate the example set 
by Great Britain in her colonies, and proclaim free- 
dom to their slaves, what then will be the position 
of the United States of America in the estimation 
o/' the whole ciyiWz^A world ? A. ptofe&aed R^- 



public, boasting of liberty and the rights of man, at 
the same time holding millions of human beings in 
unconditional bondage! 

The beacon fires of freedom are already kindled 
on the lofty mountains of Hayti, Jamaica, and 
other islands, and are now illuminating our South- 
ern coast. 

Is it not possible, before it is too late, to reiterate 
truths, already openly proclaimed, and published in 
Richmond, the capital of Virginia, and delivered 
by members in the House of Delegates in the year 
1832, and also uttered in the Halls of Congress 
with the energy and pathos peculiar to John Ran- 
dolph of Roanoake? Entreat your brethren to arise, 
and view the subject in its true light. Their own 
efforts, when properly brought into action, can re- 
lieve them from the thraldom, the anxiety, and 
bondage, which is now imposed on them by Slav^ery. 

Let them not conclude that all in the North who 
are conscientiously opposed to the iniquitous system 
of Slavery, are standing in hostile array against slave 
holders. So far from this, there are thousands and 
tens of thousands, who, while they are uttering the 
truth, are still looking towards their Southern breth- 
ren as citizens of a common country, whose best and 
highest interests, they desire to see identified with 
their awn. These are raised far above ail v«vs^N3>:t<^ 
and pecuniary consideraliaxva^^xi^^'c^*^'^^'^'^^'^^^ ^ 
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motives of a more exalted character than self-inter- 
est can ever inspire. Were they permitted, they 
would desire to expostulate, and plead with ^lave 
holders, not only on behalf of their slaves, but of 
themselves and their children; towards those they 
could open wide the arms of solace and protection, 
in a time of peril and of trial, and with them they 
are now prepared, most heartily to. unite in earnest 
labor to bring to a safe and speedy termination, this 
fearful evil, in accordance with justice, mercy, and 
constitutional means. 

It is admitted that a large body of Northern citi- 
zens advocate the cause of Slavery; many of these^ 
appear to be actuated by trading interests, and sor- 
did calculations. Amidst the fury of a mob they 
may profess to be the friends of the South, but we 
appeal to the intelligence and good sense of our 
Southern citizens, whether friends like these are to 
be relied upon in that hour, when prosperity may 
be suddenly changed into bitter adversity. The day 
may yet come, when these very men may prove no,t 
only a broken reed, but a pointed spear. 

Should the South rely on physical fdrce to secure 
its safety, the result must be awfiil and uncertain. 
Every battle of the warrior is with confused noise 
and garments rolled in blood. Why then adopt san- 
guinary strife, while a peaceful and infallible reme- 
dy exists for the enormous evils which are now 
pressings hard on our land ? 



This remedy is to be found in pure, vital, practi- 
cal Christianity; this alone can avert impending 
dangers, and restore peace and happiness, without 
the effusion of human blood. 

Christianity is based on the attributes of Diety — 
Justice, Mercy, and Truth. Its spirit is designed to 
overshadow and embrace all the families of the 
earth. 

The prophets of Jehovah, under the influence of 
his inspiring Word, when wrapped in holy vision, 
and raised by his command on " the High Moun- 
tain,^^ far above the fluctuating scenes of the present 
state, foresaw, and proclaimed the glorious day, 
when nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more — they shall 
beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears 
into pruning hooks. " The wolf also shall dwell 
with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the 
fatling together, atid a little child shall lead them.'* 

The fierce and contending passions of unregen- 
erate men, comparable to beasts of prey, shall be 
subdued: the poisonous serpent shall be deprived of 
its power to sting, and over the whole, the control- 
ing influence of the little child, clothed with the 
innocence and gentleness of the lamb, shall be su- 
preme. 

This is the spirit, not of professional but ^gracti- 
ca/ Christianity. Could itoxA^^o^V^^^^^^^^'^^^^^'^^ 
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universally^ what a glorious change would ensue ! 
Truly it would prove to us, the only ark of hope 
and safety amidst the present roaring of the waters, 
and in due season, the dove, with the olive branch, 
would announce that the flood was subsiding. And 
the day would come when righteousness would 
cover the earth as the waters do the seas. 

As those who hold their fellow-creatures in bon- 
dage, yield to this spirit of the gospel, as they un- 
do the heavy burdens and let the oppressed go free, 
its softening and calming influence, would be felt in 
the breasts of those they liberated; and the respon- 
sive voices of master and slave, would mingle in 
grateful acknowledgments to the Father of Mercies. 
His blessings, which are truly rich, and whereunto 
no sorrow is added, would descend upon us; the 
government of the branch would be established on 
the top of the mountains, and the universe would 
joyfully acclaim that the kingdom of this world had 
become the kingdom of our Lord and of his ChrisL 

Signed by direction, aad on behalf of the Com^r 
ITiittee aforesaid, by 
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